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Research Article

Pursed-mouths (#&5) Sources and
Development of Pronunciation type in
Guangxi Longhu (#EfZ) Hakka Dialect

Chun-Yen Li*

Ph.D. Program of Hakka Studies, Department of Hakka Language
and Social Sciences, National Central University

Abstract

Most Chinese dialects and Hakka dialects are not complete in
vowels and lack pursed-mouths (#i[1If:) . Normally, they only keep
opened syllable ( BHC1E ) | even tooths (25E5MF ) and closed syllable

(& O ) . Kuang-Yu Chang (2004 ) mention about the history
Chinese phonology and believed that -y- medial sound appears at the
latest. The reason is influenced by labialization of -i- medial sound

and front vowel of -u- medial sound.

Longhu (#EFZ ) Hakka dialect are complete in vowels, and it has
a major feature of -y medial sound. Most of them are distributed in the
division III thyme group in closed syllable, and some opened syllable
in division III thyme group also have the same phenomenon. Due to

the diphthongization of the -0 vowel, the -0 vowel of the Longhu ( #E

* Chun-Yen Li, Ph.D. Program of Hakka Studies, Department of Hakka Language and
Social Sciences, National Central University. Address: No. 300, Zhongda Rd.,
Zhongli District, Taoyuan City. E-mail:ellson2330@gmail.com
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2 ) Hakka dialect is developing towards *-o—-uo. Then it affected
Guo She( 54 ), opened syllable of division I rhyme Jian( ) groups
of checked tone ( AE¥ ) in Xian-Shan She ( i ) , opened syllable
of division I rhyme of checked tone ( A% ) in Dang She (‘&%) ,
opened syllable of division II thyme Zhi (#1) and Jian ( &, ) groups in
Jiang She (JTf#% ) of the checked tone ( AE¥) . This is a parallel
evolution of the speech system. Then the diphthongization generated
by the -0 vowel is also the main trend that caused the "open mouth to

closed mouth syllable phenomenon" movement.

The hometown of the Longhu ( €2 ) Hakka is Shanghang ( k-
fi) County, Fujian ({E% ) . Because of this, this article observes
whether the -y vowel of Longhu ( #£7%Z ) Hakka is from the hometown,
or is affected by the contact of other dialects during the migration
process. Guangxi ( [EPH ) is a place with rich language resources, and
the dialects used by the local population are complex. In addition to
Southwest Mandarin( PEg B £f ), Vernacular( (Hzf ), Pinghua dialects

(°FE) , and Hakka, there are also minority languages such as
Zhuang (iit5E) , Yao (3%5E) , Miao (&g ) , and Dong ({[E5E )
in Guangxi ( 74 ) . This article reviews the relevant Chinese dialects,
survey reports and other reference books through document analysis.
By comparing the timeline in the Longhu( EfZ )Hakka dialect and the
neighboring areas, discuss the formation Pronunciation type and
Rhyme group distributed of Pursed-mouths (#x[1I5F) in Longhu ( #E
[Z ) Hakka dialect to show the new style of Hakka dialect in northern
Guilin (#JE) , Guangxi (EPH) .

Keyword: Guangxi,Longhu Hakka Dialect,Pursed-Mouths,Vowel
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Diphthongization, Syllable Phenomenon of Open
mouth to Closed mouth
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